
Programs and Activities 
that Support Post-Secondary 

Pathway Planning



Experience Pathways

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ns6WJB0_0Bs


Experience Cooperative Education
Co-op is a way to “Test Drive” a 
career before spending a lot of 
time in the workplace and/or 

money on College or University. 

Co-op is a grade 11 or 12 program 
that will give the experience, 

contacts and references needed to 
explore a successful career choice 

while obtaining high school 
credits.

OYAP & Accelerated OYAP

   Militia Co-op

Earn extra certifications and opportunities for learning  outside the classroom!



SHSM Program

In SHSM students in grade 11 and 12, focus on a career 

path that matches their skills and interests.  Students 

receive the SHSM seal on their diploma when they:

● earn valuable industry certifications

● participate in various experiential learning 

activities and learn about a variety of 

post-secondary opportunities

● qork with the community around Innovation, 

Creativity and Entrepreneurship, Coding or 

Mathematics.

At SDSS we have an SHSM in the 
Health and Wellness sector.

For more information visit the 
SHSM webpage. 

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/specialist-high-skills-major
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiK6K09D9Ts


York Region Skills Challenge

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/sc
hools-programs/school-pr
ograms-nav/school-progr
ams/york-region-skills-cha
llenge-yrsc

Secondary Competitions and Events

● Secondary Transportation (YRSC)

● Secondary Cardboard Boat Races -(SOC)

● York Region Skills at Seneca (YRSC)

● Skills Ontario Competition (SOC) - Toronto 

Congress Centre

● Women’s Conference and FNMI 

Conference at SOC

    

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/york-region-skills-challenge-yrsc
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/york-region-skills-challenge-yrsc
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/york-region-skills-challenge-yrsc
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/york-region-skills-challenge-yrsc
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/york-region-skills-challenge-yrsc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUkChRY0Oa4&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFyehGgYULw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zl3UmkIJgNg&list=PL3Mt6fg5oCkIeF6eosMDt2TEsL25sUu80&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zl3UmkIJgNg&list=PL3Mt6fg5oCkIeF6eosMDt2TEsL25sUu80&index=13
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPI8f3hrhAk


EOP - Exploring Opportunities Program

EOP is a specialized program for students in grade 11 and 12 
with an interest and aptitude for

Manufacturing  Huron Heights SS

Construction  Richmond Green SS, Markham DHS, Huron Heights SS    

     Transportation  Alexander Mackenzie HS, Sutton DHS

Green Industries  Sutton DHS

Business & Communication Technology  Markville SS

For more information visit the Exploring Opportunities webpage

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/exploring-opportunities-program


Cooperative Education & Other Experiential Learning

CO-OP

OYAP -Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program

HPA- High Performance Athlete

Job Shadowing/twinning/work experience

For more info
● https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school

-programs/cooperative-education
● https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school

-programs/ontario-youth-apprenticeship-program

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/cooperative-education
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/cooperative-education
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/ontario-youth-apprenticeship-program
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/ontario-youth-apprenticeship-program


Cooperative Education & Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program

For more information,
contact your Community Based Education (Co-op)
teacher or Guidance, and www.yrdsb.ca/oyap 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/oyap
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbJ0tMsE47M


Accelerated OYAP

Grade 12 Students earn their Level 1 
Apprenticeship and a High School Dual Credit in 
these trade areas:
● Automotive Service Technician
● Baker
● Carpenter
● Child Development Practitioner
● Cook
● Electrician
● Floor Covering Installer
● Plumber
● Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Systems Mechanic

Training Delivery Agencies
● Carpenters’ Local Union 27
● Centennial College
● George Brown College
● Humber College
● Seneca College

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKnRt6CcFwg


Earn high school and college credits at the same time

Grade 11 and 12 students
Earn a high school elective credit 
AND a college credit
FREE Tuition, Transportation, Applicable 
Tools and Textbooks  

www.yrdsb.ca/dualcredits

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKTydQPaUCk
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs-nav/school-programs/college-delivered-dual-credit-program


The College Pathway

● College programs provide a valuable 

combination of academic and 

practical/technical skills training for a 

specific career

● Over 1000 programs to choose from 

including: Business Administration, 

Biomedical Technology, Computer 

Animation, Engineering Technology, 

Paramedic, Social Services, Specialized 

Arts Programs……
● Every college offers Certificates, 

Diplomas, Advanced Diplomas, 

Certificates and Bachelor Degrees



College            University
• Articulation agreements between 

colleges and universities can earn 
students a degree and a diploma in 
four years 

• College credits earned in the 
articulated program can count 
towards a University degree 
program 

• Many students attend college for a 
year or two as they build 
self-awareness and knowledge of 
desired career. They then either 
graduate, stay with college or 
transition to university



The University Pathway

University programs provide 
theoretical and some practical 
training 

Three main areas of focus at 
most universities   

   STEM Science, Technology,     
   Engineering, Mathematics

   Business/Commerce

   Arts/Humanities/Social Sciences



Workplace Post-Secondary Pathway

● Many entry-level job opportunities for students who have completed 
their OSSD and have workplace experience

● Students who are fast tracking into the workforce/community directly 
after high school should:

● Work with Guidance, Co-op, Student Success Teacher, Classroom Teachers, 
Personalized Alternative Education Teachers, Employment Centers to review 
their Individual Pathways Plan to research and review workplace 
opportunities

● Any experiential education is an advantage


